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TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: PRESS STATEMENT AT SHANNON 

REF: DUBLIN 0032 

1 . THE PROPOSED STATEMENT FOR MR. VANCE TO MAKE IN SHANNON 
CAUSED US CONSIDERABLY HILARITY HERE. KNOWING HOW PRESSED 
YOU ALL MUST BE, WE HAVE TAKEN OUR HAND TO A REDRAFT: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

WE ARE ALL DELIGHTED THAT THE CIRCUMSTANCES ARE GIVING US 
THIS SHORT VISIT TO IRISH SOIL. I PARTICULARLY APPRECIATE 
THE GRACIOUS WELCOME OF YOUR FOREIGN MINISTER, MICHAEL 
O'KENNEDY, AND ALL THE TROUBLE TO WHICH HE AND HIS STAFF 
HAVE GONE IN OUR BEHALF. 
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THIS HAS BEEN AN IMPORTANT AND, I WILL HAVE TO SAY, EXHAUST- 
ING, WEEK FOR US. PRESIDENT CARTER HAS REACHED ACROSS 
THE GLOBE, AND THE SUBSTANCE OF THE ISSUES WE DISCUSSED 
SPANNED THE WIDE RANGE OF CONCERNS THAT FACE PEOPLES 
EVERYWHERE. 

FROM CAPITALS IN EASTERN AND WESTERN EUROPE, TO THE 
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SUDDENLY ACTIVE CENTERS OF MIDDLE EASTERN DIPLOMACY, TO 
INDIA, WE MET COUNTLESS INDIVIDUALS WHO, WE ARE CONVINCED, 
SHARE IDEALS AND ASPIRATIONS THAT CAN LEAD US ALL TOWARD 
PROMISING NEW APPROACHES TO WORLD PROBLEMS IN THE MONTHS 
AND YEARS TO COME. 

JUST NOW I COME FROM BUDAPEST, WHERE THE PEOPLE OF 
HUNGARY RECEIVED FROM OUR SAFEKEEPING THE PRICELESS 
TREASURES OF THEIR NATIONAL HERITAGE. AND NOW, IN 
IRELAND, THE WARMTH OF YOUR WELCOME AND THIS BEAUTIFUL 
GREEN COUNTRYSIDE MAKES US FEEL AT HOME. 

IRELAND IS OUR STAUNCH FRIEND, A STRONG, ENERGETIC AND 
MORALLY COMMITTED DEMOCRATIC STATE. WE ARE DEEPLY 
APPRECIATIVE OF YOUR CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
SCENE, IN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, THE UNITED NATIONS 
AND THROUGH YOUR EXPANDING ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 
ACROSS THE DEVELOPING WORLD. 

PERHAPS SOON WE CAN COME BACK FOR A LONGER VISIT. FOR NOW, 
MR. FOREIGN MINISTER, COULD YOU PLEASE CONVEY TO PRIME 
MINISTER LYNCH PRESIDENT CARTER'S AND MY BEST WISHES 
FOR THE NEW YEAR AND OUR THANKS FOR THIS WARM RECEPTION. 

END TEXT 
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2. IN ADDITION TO THE OTHER MATERIALS THAT I HAVE TOLD 
YOU WOULD BE READY FOR MR. VANCE ON HIS RETURN TOMORROW 
AFTERNOON, THE MIDDLE EAST GROUP WILL HAVE A BOOK ON 
THE UPCOMING JERUSALEM MEETINGS FOR HIM TO PERUSE. 

THIS WILL GIVE HIM A FAIR AMOUNT OF READING FOR THE 
WEEKEND. IF POSSIBLE, PLEASE CALL ME FROM THE PLANE 
TO LET ME KNOW WHETHER MR. VANCE WANTS TO COME IN ON 
SUNDAY. CHRIS AND I COULD USE 30-45 MINUTES WITH HIM AT 
THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE MOMENT, BUT THIS COULD BE DONE 
AT 7:00 AM ON MONDAY MORNING OR AT MR. VANCE'S HOUSE 
SOMETIME SUNDAY IF HE PREFERS. 

3. WE AND THE NSC HAVE AGREED TO SCHEDULE A PRC MEETING 
ON ITALY FOR WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. CHRIS IS READ INTO THE 
ISSUE AND WOULD PLAN TO REPRESENT US, IF MR. VANCE 
AGREES. OF COURSE, WE WILL WANT TO CLEAR WITH MR. 

VANCE THE DEPARTMENT'S POSITION AT THE PRC. WE INTEND 
TO RECOMMEND THAT DICK GARDNER RETURN TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THE EXERCISE. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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